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labour and lightens the burden of millions of cottagers. . . ."21
Machinery, however, "must not be allowed to displace neces-
sary human labour."22 Besides, this machinery must be such as
the villages can themselves make and can afford to use.23

In this democratic community of self-contained villages true
to the ideal of swadeshi there will be little international trade
and very little of it between one province and another, even
between one district and another.

Gandhiji believes that the ideal society is incompatible with
heavy transport, courts, lawyers, the modern system of medi-
cine and big cities.24 He writes, "I doubt if the steel age is an
advance on the flint age." "I wholeheartedly detest this mad
desire to destroy distance and time, to increase animal appetites
and go to the ends of the earth in search of their satisfaction,"25
In the ideal society there will be no centralized production and>
therefore, no heavy transport requiring such production*
Besides, most of such transport is due to military considerations
and international trade with both of which the non-violent
society will have nothing to do. Similarly, serious differences
among non-violent people will be few and far between and will
be adjusted by mutual discussion, persuasion, sometimes by
arbitration and rarely, when these methods do not suffice, by
self-imposed suffering. The idea of bread-labour rules out profes-
sional doctors. There will also be no mass production of drugs,
medical instruments etc. Most of the diseases that pester human
life today will disappear due to the inward control acquired by
the individual, the emphasis on manual labour and the absence
of the senseless rush and worry born of the ever-present scare
of competition and insecurity in modern life. Gandhiji holds a
high opinion of the efficacy of ancient Indian yogic exercises for
mental, moral and physical health. The minor ailments that
remain will yield to various methods of nature cure. Thus the
ideal democracy will be none the worse for the disappearance
of doctors who by promising easy cure encourage self-
indulgence instead of inculcating self-control among the people^
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